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A CASE STUDY

Abstract : Six on-farm demonstrations were conducted to popularize the effect of irrigation on growth, yield components, yield
and economics of chickpea in two villages viz., Akuledu and R. Kothuru of Anantapuram district with an area of 7.2 hectares
during Rabi season over a period of 3 years from 2007-08 to 2009-10. The results revealed that growth parameters like plant height,
number of pods per plant, hundred pod weight, hundred seed weight of chickpea were improved by providing irrigation at 35 and
55 DAS compared to farmers practice. By giving irrigation at 35 and 55 DAS plant height, number of pods per plant, 100 pod weight
and 100 seed weight were increased by 9.1, 38.7, 16.9, and 23.4 per cent, respectively over farmers practice. Irrigation at 35 and 55
DAS recorded higher seed yield (2006 kg ha-1) which was 35.1 per cent higher over farmers practice (1485 kg ha-1). Gross returns
(Rs. 44655/-) and net returns (Rs. 34080/-) per hectare were more with irrigation at 35 and 55 DAS compared to farmers practice (Rs.
32783/- gross returns and Rs. 19908/- net returns).
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